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precipitated the change fromthe Illinois News
Network to Center Square?

A Vell, in 2017 when | joined, we were covering
just Illinois only. And then we expanded our
coverage to across the country and Illinois News
Network didn't work for Tennessee or Pennsyl vani a,
for exanpl e.

Q kay. Before you worked for Illinois News
Net wor k, where did you work?

A | worked for Shaw Medi a.

Q Was that also in Tennessee -- or in Illinois?
A. Yes, Illinois. | was in lIllinois. [Illinois
and | owa, yes.

Q Al right. Do you know why we are here

t oday?

A Yes.

Q What is your understanding of why we're here
t oday?

A | amgiving a deposition in a | awsuit agai nst
Def endant M chel |l e Long.

Q And what is the purpose of that |awsuit?

A To open up the Bench Bar Advisory Comn ssion

in Tennessee to public scrutiny, essentially.
Q When you say public scrutiny, are you

l[imting that to press or is it your understanding
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that this lawsuit would apply to the entirety of the
public?

A The press and the public.

Q kay. The caption in the |awsuit says that
you are the plaintiff as executive editor of The
Center Square. So is it your understanding that you
are filing this suit as a private citizen or as a
menber of the press?

A As a nenber of the press.

Q Have you reviewed all the pleadings in this
case?

A Yes.

Q Do you agree with everything that's been
filed on your behal f?

A Yes.

Q Wiy did you initiate this lawsuit?

A As a 30-plus-year journalist | believe in
open governnent. Wien | learned that this was

cl osed, | asked the question, what are they hiding,
as | would in any situation. So | |ooked into it

further and thought it was appropriate to get the
neet i ngs open.

Q When you say you | earned that they were

cl osed, how did you learn that they were cl osed?

A | think nmy first information about it had to
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do with Ms. Long's statenment or a policy position
that she put out that had to do with concerns about
safety and security and closing -- was it the
Tennessee Judicial Conference? | started |ooking
into it after that.
Q So you believe that you saw a policy from
M chel l e Long that indicated that the Tennessee
Rul es Advi sory Conmm ssion on Practice and Procedure
were closed to the public?

MR, DOUGHERTY: (Cbject to the form of
t he questi on.

BY MR STAHL:

Q You can answer.

A kay. No. No. Initially it was the
Tennessee Judi cial Conference, | think is what the
name of it is. | think it came from M chell e Long,
yes.

Q But that was a policy that you saw t hat

i ndi cated that the Judicial Conference was closed to
nmenbers of the public?
A | don't knowif you'd call it a policy or a

rul e or whatever but the Judicial Conference was

cl osed.
Q Vwell, what would you call it?
A | guess if they're acting on the policy, I'd
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call it a rule that was put in place.

Q And where did you see this rule?

A On the Tennessee judicial website,
tncourts.gov, | believe it is.

Q When was the last tinme you saw this policy?

O the rul e?

A When | reviewed ny filings, | believe.

Q When did you review those filings?

A Over the course of this week.

Q So within the past week you saw a policy or a

rule on the Tennessee Judicial website from Mchelle
Long that said the Tennessee Judici al Conference was
cl osed to nmenbers of the public?

MR, DOUGHERTY: (Cbject to the form of
t he questi on.

THE WTNESS: | have reviewed a | ot of
docunents in the past week, so | guess | can't state
specifically. | definitely read sonething rel ated
to concerns over security and safety for nenbers of
t he Tennessee Judi ci al Conference.

BY MR STAHL:

Q Was this lawsuit filed in the |ast week?

A No.

Q Do you renmenber when you filed this |awsuit?
A June of 2022.
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