
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION 

Patti Hidalgo Menders et al., 

Case No. 1:21-cv-00669 
Plaintiffs, 

v. 

Loudoun County School Board, 

Defendant. 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE 
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MOTION 
 

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Evidence 201, Plaintiffs hereby move the Court to take judicial 

notice of the below listed documents, which are a publicly available news article and two 

publicly available official policies of the Defendant that Plaintiffs obtained from Defendant’s 

own website. These documents are public records and are attached to this motion as Exhibits A-

C.  

“A court may properly take judicial notice of ‘matters of public record’ and other information 

that, under Federal Rule of Evidence 201, constitute ‘adjudicative facts.’” Just Puppies, Inc. v. 

Frosh, 565 F. Supp. 3d 665, 704 (D. Md. 2021) (quoting Goldfarb v. Mayor and City Council of 

Baltimore, 791 F.3d 500, 508 (4th Cir. 2015)); see also Gilbrook v. City of Westminster, 177 

F.3d 839, 858 (9th Cir. 1999) (“A trial court may presume that public records are authentic and 

trustworthy . . .”); In U.S. ex rel. Modglin v. DJO Global Inc., 48 F. Supp. 3d 1362, 1381 (C.D. 

Cal. 2014) (“[A] court can take judicial notice of ‘[p]ublic records and government documents 

available from reliable sources on the Internet,’ such as websites run by governmental 

agencies.”) (citing cases); Caldwell v. Univ. of N.M. Bd. of Regents, No. CIV 20-0003 JB/JFR, 

2023 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 111305, *119 n.28 (D.N.M. June 28, 2023) (finding courts may take 

judicial notice of a school’s student policies contained on the school’s official website). 

Courts have often taken judicial notice of publicly available documents, including webpages 

and media reports. See Finn v. Barney, 471 F. App'x 30 (2d Cir. 2012); Staehr v. Hartford 

Financial Services Group, Inc., 547 F.3d 406 (2d Cir. 2008) (affirming district court taking 

judicial notice of newspaper articles); Fernandez v. Zoni Language Ctr., Inc., No. 15-cv-6066 

(PKC), 2016 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 65310, at *8 (S.D.N.Y. May 18, 2016) (“Courts may also take 

judicial notice of information contained on websites where ‘the authenticity of the site has not 
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been questioned.’”); New York v. Meta Platforms, Inc., 66 F.4th 288 (D.C. Cir. 2023) (taking 

judicial notice of FTC’s quotation where archived webpage contained identical text and news 

articles quoted identical text). 

Plaintiffs therefore ask that the Court take Judicial Notice of the following documents: 

1. WTOP News Article by Scott Gelman, How Loudoun Co. schools are responding to rise 

in hate incidents, published June 10, 2023 9:18am (last accessed August 18, 2023 at 

https://wtop.com/loudoun-county/2023/06/how-loudoun-co-schools-are-responding-to-

rise-in-hate-incidents/), which is attached as Exhibit A. 

2. 2017 Loudoun County Public Schools Student Dress Code (last accessed August 18, 

2023 at https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/4891/ 

StudentDressCode-Policy%208270.pdf), which is attached as Exhibit B. 

3. 2021 Loudoun County Public Schools Student Dress Code (last accessed August 18, 

2023 at https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/33551/ 

Dress%20Code%208270%20-%202021.pdf), which is attached as Exhibit C. 

 

Dated: August 21, 2023    Respectfully Submitted,  
 

/s/ Emily Rae   
Emily Rae* 
CA State Bar No. 308010 (admitted pro hac vice) 
Reilly Stephens** (admitted pro hac vice)  
Liberty Justice Center 
440 N. Wells Street, Suite 200 
Chicago, Illinois 60654  
Telephone: 312-637-2280 
Facsimile: 312-263-7702 
erae@ljc.org 

 
*Licensed in California and Texas 

      ** Licensed in Maryland    
      Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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/s/ Anthony J. Tamburro 
Anthony J. Tamburro (VSB No. 96539) 
SETLIFF LAW, P.C. 
4940 Dominion Boulevard 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 
(804) 377-1260 (main number) 
(804) 377-1280 (facsimile) 
atamburro@setlifflaw.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on August 21, 2023, I E-Filed the foregoing through the Court’s ECF 

system, which will send a copy to:  

Stacy Haney, Esq. 
Andrew Selman, Esq. 
HANEY PHINYOWATTANACHIP PLLC 
9201 Arboretum Parkway, Suite 160 
Richmond, VA 23236 
Shaney@haneyphinyo.com 
Aselman@haneyphinyo.com 
Attorneys for Defendant Loudon County School Board 

 
 
/s/ Anthony J. Tamburro 
Anthony J. Tamburro (VSB No. 96539) 
SETLIFF LAW, P.C. 
4940 Dominion Boulevard 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 
(804) 377-1260 (main number) 
(804) 377-1280 (facsimile) 
atamburro@setlifflaw.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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